
Essex Association – Northern District
Secretary’s report of the Executive Committee - February 2010

Two letters had been received: regarding the bell project at Writtle thanking the 
association for the £2,500 donation received.  The bell lantern was proving effective in 
reducing noise.  
A letter had also been received from Rev Janet Donaldson thanking the association for the 
£1,800 donation given to Pebmarsh Church in respect of work to the bell frame there. 
She added that a peal had subsequently been rung there without any problems.

It was decided that the Master, Deputy Master and Secretary meet to discuss the 
inscription to go a new bell being cast for Prittlewell.

The Treasurer reported that there were outstanding charity declarations.  
It was also noted that for members with outstanding fees their insurance would be 
nullified.  The accounts had been audited, with the auditor satisfied that the accounts are 
being satisfactorily kept.

Personal accident insurance was discussed.  Currently a member between the age of 18-
65 would receive £10,000 should death occur whilst ringing; it was questioned whether 
the benefits were sufficient.  It was also suggested that it would be a good idea to 
investigate whether it would be possible to look at greater benefits for disability resulting 
from a bell ringing accident.  The Master proposed that this should be included as an item 
for discussion at the AGM in May where a greater audience could share their views.  

There was some discussion regarding the Trustees Annual Report.  This is a legal 
document and it is important that information recorded meets the necessary requirements. 
The trustees have to be listed, but it was not certain whether full names should be 
included.  As full names of trustees are included on the website it was thought that it was 
not necessary to repeat this information in the report.  It was proposed that Colin 
Chapman, editor of the report, should use his own judgement to determine what should 
be included.  

131st AGM at Chelmsford Cathedral 3rd May 10: open ringing from 9:30 am, Service at 
10:30, the Meeting will begin after the Service.

The Education Officer is planning to hold a training day on June 19th Learning about 
Teaching anyone interested should contact Liz Rayner - education@eacr.org.uk.

82 applications had been received to date for the Essex Ringing Course, 57 of these were 
Essex ringers.  It was proposed that in the future the individual events entertainment, 
Friday supper, Thursday tea, teas and coffee should be organised by individual Districts on 
a rota basis.

The Peal Secretary noted that 15 peals had been rung in Essex by other bands.

The Child Protection Officer reported that amendments were going to be made to the Child 
Protection Guidelines.  If anyone has any concerns or suspicions relating to ringers these 
should be reported to the Child Protection Officer. It is intended to provide some training 
in Child Protection by Jean Halliday, a date is to be arranged. 
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Appointment of Officers:    Chaplain  Revd. Ian Jorysz (South Weald)

Publicity Officer Tracey Southgate

Review of Grant Application 
There is now a new form to be complete, a sub-group will meet to consider the application 
to check that the criteria has been met and will advise the committee if the application 
should be supported.  

Looking to the Future
Brian Meads (Master) and Tracey Southgate (Education) will get together with each 
District publicity officer to discuss.

There was a nomination for a Life Vice President - Yvonne Towler.  A vote was taken, 7 in 
favour, 6 against with 18 abstentions.

There is currently a working party redrafting the Rules of Membership.  Legal advice will 
need to be sought regarding the wording.  Colin is proposing to give a presentation 
regarding this at the AGM.

Hon. Technical Adviser’s report:  no inspections have been conducted.  Adrian Semken 
reported that he was most impressed with the sound lantern at Writtle.  

Bell Restoration Grants
A retrospective application had been received from Broomfield for the repair of 4 clappers 
- no proposal was made.
Walthamstow St Mary’s: a grant was proposed of £330.
South Ockendon Holy Cross: new ring proposed - a letter would be sent expressing 
Association support.  Advising that new proposals were coming into place so a decision 
would be made once these were in place.  
Ridgewell: Application now 2 years old a grant of £7500 had been agreed.  Paul Bray 
(Technical Adviser) would make contact.
Kelvedon:  A meeting was due to be held on 9.2.10 to discuss what to do.  £25,000 had 
been pledged.  £5000 being held back, Hayward Mills (now Taylors) are prepared to start 
again subject to a faculty.

The possibility of a ringing school at Limehouse has not happened due to a number of 
difficulties; funding, and lack of publicity.  It was debated whether we could use the 
Olympics as a recruitment campaign.  It was decided that the new Public Relations officer 
could meet with the South West district to discuss how the Olympics could be used to 
benefit ringing.

The association has some display boards which cannot be located so a proposal was made 
to buy some new ones.  It was suggested that money from the Public Relations Account 
could be used if the display boards could not be found.  An amount of £250 to be used for 
this. 


